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(a) Interference : (b) Diffraction

Intensity Patterns

Differences between interference and diffraction

Interference Diffraction

(1) It 1s due to the superposition of two waves (1) It 15 due to the superposiion of secondary
comung from two coherent sources. wavelets onginaung from different parts of the
same wavefront

(n) The width of the mterference bands 1s equal () The wvidth of the diffracuon bands 1s not the

same.

(1) The intensaty of all maxima (fringes) 1s same () The intensity of central maximum s maximum
and goes on decreasing rapudly with increase in
order of maxima.
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